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Dealing with academic journal copyright agreements 

Before a paper is published the lead author will receive a copyright agreement from the 

publisher which they must complete and return. In the UK, copyright in related works belongs 

to a person’s employer
1 

and copyright must be licensed or assigned by Rothamsted to the 

publisher to allow them to publish the work of Rothamsted employees. 

Co-author permissions 

The lead author is responsible for ensuring that the copyright agreement terms 

are adhered to, including where this relates to undertakings by the co-authors. 

The lead author must ensure that: 

1. If the co-authors are Rothamsted employees
2
, they must read and 

understand the terms of the publisher’s agreement. 

2. If the co-authors are Rothamsted students or Visiting Workers (“VW”) they 

must have assigned intellectual property (“IP”) to Rothamsted to be treated 

as employees as in 1 above. 

3. If co-authors are not Rothamsted employees or are students or VW who 

haven’t assigned IP to Rothamsted, they need to provide confirmation to 

the lead author of their employer’s acceptance of the terms of the 

publisher’s agreement. 

To obtain agreement from co-authors under category 3 above, where copyright 
doesn’t belong to Rothamsted (external colleagues or students or VW who haven’t 
assigned IP to Rothamsted), the lead author should ask their co-authors to provide 
the following suggested text by email, inserting the relevant wording as 
appropriate: 

“As co-author of the article [“article provisional title” and any unique identifier], I 
confirm that Rothamsted Research Ltd may enter into the copyright agreement 
with [publishers name] to support publication in [journal title] on my behalf” 

For a publisher’s agreement that is an exclusive licence agreement, a print out of 
the email returned by the co-author including the above text should be kept on file 
by the lead author. 

For a publisher’s agreement that is an assignment of copyright, the co-author 
must send the Rothamsted lead author a letter or print out of their email reply 
which has been signed by the copyright holder.  
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Dealing with any images, illustrations or other copyright material in the 
article 

If the article includes images, illustrations or figures for which Rothamsted is the 
copyright holder, then ownership of these materials needs to be retained by 
Rothamsted and not be transferred to the publisher. Any such Rothamsted owned 
material needs to be declared to the publisher on the publisher’s copyright form. The 
applicable copyright licence for such Rothamsted owned material is as follows: 

 If the paper is to be published with ‘Gold’ (i.e. paid for) Open Access: 

The image can be published under the same Creative Commons licence that 
is applied to the rest of the paper i.e. the Creative Commons Attribution licence, 
CC-BY licence. There is no need for the author to specify a different CC licence 
for images in the paper. 

Scope of this licence: 

User must give appropriate credit, provide a link to the licence, and indicate if 
changes were made. User may make reasonable changes, but not in any way 
that suggests that Rothamsted endorses the use or user. 

 If the paper is to be published with ‘Green’ (i.e. where no payment is 
involved) Open Access or in other non-open access journals: 

The image can be published under the Creative Commons Attribution-Non -No 
Derivatives 4.0 International license, abbreviated as: 

CC BY-NC-ND 4.0 (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-
nd/4.0/legalcode ).  

Scope of this licence:  

Attribution — User must give appropriate credit, provide a link to the licence, 
and indicate if changes were made. User may make reasonable changes, but 
not in any way that suggests that Rothamsted endorses the use or user. 

Non Commercial — User may not publish the material for commercial 
purposes. 

No Derivatives —User may not distribute any modified material i.e. an image 
that has been remixed, transformed or built upon.  

 If the publisher requires written/electronic permissions for any 
Rothamsted owned images that have been used in the paper: 

We have an Image Access Policy, which deals with external use of Rothamsted 
owned images and provides for the sharing of these images for educational and 
research purposes under a Creative Commons licence. The lead author can 

send the publisher a copy of the policy (also available on the internet at 
http://www.rothamsted.ac.uk/disclaimer). as confirmation of Rothamsted’s 
permission to use Rothamsted images and illustrations in the publication.  If the 
publisher has any further queries about permission, they should email 
comms@rothamsted.ac.uk as directed in the policy document 

 For information on the Gold and Green Open Access options, see the 
Rothamsted library intranet page: Publication Procedures/RRes Open Access 
Procedures.  

 

Who can sign-off the publisher’s form? 

Once the publisher’s form has been completed with any Rothamsted owned images 
declared and confirmation from co-authors obtained then copyright agreement needs to be 
signed off on behalf of the copyright holder, Rothamsted. Lead authors have the 
authority to do this on behalf of Rothamsted. 
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More information on copyright law is available at: 
http://www.copyrightservice.co.uk/copyright/p01_uk_copyright_law 
 

 
1 Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988 
2 

Applies for ex-staff who were Rothamsted employees when a) the work was done and b) when their main 

contribution to the publication was completed. 
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